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Abstract
Although farmworker communities have been described as “powerless” in the
sociological literature, the Coalition of Immokalee Workers’ (CIW) success in utilizing
sophisticated social movement tactics is now undeniable in the wake of their boycott
victory over Taco Bell and its parent corporation, Yum! Brands. In this study, I use
survey data, interviews with student activists, primary source documentation and
participant observation findings to analyze what factors brought some students into
higher levels of boycott participation than others. This study shows that the recruitment
and channeling of student activists into high levels of active solidarity with the CIW was
accomplished through specific microlevel processes that created a sufficient group of
student conscientious constituents to the Taco Bell boycott movement to sustain the
boycott within the student population, thus helping to secure victory after a four year
boycott campaign. Mobilizing master protest frames, a type of ideological resource,
helped to link the CIW’s struggle with the social movement community of anti-corporate
student activists, while direct meetings and structural relationships between workers and
student activists, related to zealous outreach and organizing by CIW members, prove
transformative in the creation of movement solidarity, inspiring students to take the CIW

campaign on as their own.
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