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student/farmworker alliance

            Student/Farmworker Alliance is a national network of students and 
            youth organizing with farmworkers to eliminate sweatshop 
            conditions and modern-day slavery in the fields. 

WHY WE ORGANIZE 

As students and young people across the country, we say enough to 
Wendy’s blatant disregard for farmworkers’ rights. Together we 
declare the launch of Boot the Braids, a student-led movement to cut 
university contracts with Wendy’s and end our universities’ 
complicity in Wendy’s disregard for human rights.

Today, farmworkers are organized, and alongside allies across the 
country they are winning unprecedented gains in the fields. Where 
once wage the, sexual abuse and violence were commonplace, now workers have a formal voice on the job, 
protection from retaliation, and a worker-created code-of-conduct that includes zero tolerance for sexual 
abuse and modern-day slavery, guaranteed minimum wage, and access to shade, water and bathrooms. 

In short, the Coalition of Immokalee Workers’ Fair Food Program is transforming an industry plagued by 
decades of abuse. Wendy’s, however, continues to provide a backdoor market for antiquated growers to 
continue doing business as usual, no questions asked. It stands as a paragon of "old-fashioned" exploitation 
while the rest of the fast food industry – Taco Bell, McDonald’s, Burger King, Subway, Chipotle, indeed, all 
of the other major competitors – have commied to doing their part.

We have asked CEO Emil Brolick and the executive leadership of 
Wendy’s nicely; we’ve sent and hand-delivered many leers, aended 
the shareholders’ meeting and even on numerous occasions aempted 
to meet executives at their headquarters in Dublin, OH. But we have 
been ignored and turned away. And so it seems we have to redouble 
our efforts and remind Mr. Brolick of the power of students and youth.  

As the ‘target market’ of the fast food industry and as students 
positioned to hold our educational institutions accountable to ethical 
practices, youth play an indispensable role in bringing corporate 

accountability to our communities. Through tireless organizing and education on our campuses and in our 
communities—rooted in the concept that young people and students are objectified and exploited as 
consumers by the very same corporations that exploit farmworkers—we have already been a driving force 
behind some of the largest victories against corporate greed our generation has seen.
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Boot the Braids recalls one of the first major moments of student/farmworker allyship in the Campaign for 
Fair Food. In the early 2000’s students successfully “booted the bell” from 25 high school and university 
campuses, resulting in Taco Bell – under the leadership of one Mr. Brolick – joining the Program.
 
So here it is, some clarification for Wendy’s: Boot the Braids won’t sit nicely with your new advertising 
campaign. If you are really trying to modernize your company, we have got a few things to say:

Humor is a shallow disguise for disrespect.   

It is insulting to our intelligence to see tweets being sung by a pre-teen idol – as if that’s what we 
care about – while Wendy's continually ignores our real voices calling for justice. 

Family values cannot be manufactured.

It is degrading to our Latino communities to watch the Rojos family parrot 'mucho mejor' while 
Wendy’s refuses to do its part to improve conditions that affect thousands and thousands of Latino 
mothers and fathers working in the fields. 

Corporate personification cannot cover up human exploitation.

It is offensive for Wendy’s to hide behind the guise of a lile girl to suggest wholesome products 
while turning a blind eye to abuses in Wendy's supply chain.

Modernization is more than a make over.

It is disrespectful not only to workers but also to your customers to espouse innovation while 
continuing to sell “old-fashioned” tomatoes roen with injustice. 

Don’t give us any more of the same superficial excuses that farmworkers, students, and your corporate 
competitors have already disproven.  If you do, be assured that we will not allow our universities to be 
complicit in Wendy’s abuse of farmworkers’ human rights any longer.  We will continue to rally around Boot 
the Braids until Wendy’s joins the Fair Food Program.  And, just like Boot the Bell a decade ago, we know we 
will win.

Want to get involved on your campus? 

Even without a Wendy's contract, you have a powerful voice at your school! 

Contact the Student/Farmworker Alliance today for more information and resources. 

organize@sfalliance.org // 239-657-8311
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