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During the 2015 Resolution Circle at the 22nd Annual National Conference in Chicago,  
Illinois, the Nation voted to adopt the Student/Farmworker Alliance's national student 
boycott of Wendy's, launched on March 21, 2015 as an escalation of the student-led 
“Boot The Braids” campaign aimed at severing Wendy’s contracts in colleges and 
universities across the country.  
 
Since January 2013, students and young people across the nation have been demanding 
that Wendy’s end its blatant disregard for the human rights of farmworkers in its supply 
chain by joining the groundbreaking Fair Food Program – a unique partnership among 
farmworkers, tomato growers in Florida and 13 multibillion dollar food corporations. Of 
the five major fast food corporations in the U.S. – Taco Bell, McDonald’s, Burger King, 
Subway and Wendy’s – Wendy’s is the only one not doing its part to ensure that the 
farmworkers who pick its produce have guaranteed minimum wage, protections from 
retaliation and a worker-designed Code of Conduct that includes zero tolerance for 
sexual harassment and modern day slavery.  
 
National Movimiento Estudiantil Chican@ de Aztlán (M.E.Ch.A.) has stood in solidarity 
with the Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW) and supported the Campaign for Fair 
Food since its beginning in 2001. As MEChistas we know far too well that the struggle of 
one is the struggle de nuestra comunidad entera. Across the country, MEChistas, our 
families and nuestra comunidad have toiled in the fields, often times for subpoverty 
wages and under exploitative conditions, to feed this country for far too many years 
without receiving the dignity and respect that we all deserve. Some of us have grown up 



in the fields, seen our families struggle to put food on our tables and a roof over our 
heads. We have seen how this country takes what it wants from our people, in return for 
nothing. We have seen how corporations continue to use nuestra comunidad as 
indispensible, cheap labor. That is why we are calling on all MEChistas, our chapters, 
and our educational institutions to boycott Wendy's! 
 
Last month, student leaders at Ohio State University, Wendy’s hometown college, 
delivered the declaration, vowing that the boycott would snowball over the coming 
months at dozens of other universities and accelerate in momentum until Wendy’s 
commits to farmworker justice by joining the Fair Food Program. 
 
Ironically, the only other boycott in the history of the 15-year Campaign for Fair Food 
resulted in Taco Bell signing the first-ever Fair Food Agreement with the CIW in 2005, 
under the leadership of then-president Emil Brolick. Today, as CEO of Wendy’s, Brolick 
refuses to commit its company to supporting a proven solution to farmworker poverty 
and abuse as he once did almost a decade ago.  
 
Two years into the ever-growing call for Wendy’s to join the Fair Food Program, 
Wendy’s has not only refused to sit down with the CIW, but corporate executives have 
recently let on to customers that they have shifted their tomato purchases outside of 
Florida, to fields where abuses are permitted to persist.  
 
The commitment from students and young people to fight alongside the CIW for 
farmworker justice is stronger than ever, and as MEChistas we’re here to remind Brolick 
that history will inevitably come back to haunt him.  
 
Until Wendy’s drops the superficial, empty excuses that farmworkers, students and its 
own competitors have already disproven, we will continue to organize in our campuses 
to cut contracts and strengthen the rising student call for a national boycott of Wendy’s 
restaurants. 
 
National M.E.Ch.A. officially joins SFA’s nationwide student boycott of 
Wendy's and commits to the following:  
 
MEChistas commit to no longer purchase from Wendy's establishments.  
MEChistas commit to share this information with their entire Chapter. 
MEChistas commit to pressure their educational institutions to terminate 
contracts with Wendy's if located on institutional grounds. 
MEChistas commit to pressure their educational institutions and fellow 
student peers to support the national student boycott of Wendy's. 
 
About the Fair Food Program  



 
The Fair Food Program (FFP) is an historic partnership among farmworkers, Florida 
tomato growers, and thirteen multibillion-dollar tomato retailers, including Wendy’s 
major competitors Taco Bell, Burger King, McDonalds, and Subway. By committing to 
the FFP, participating retailers require more humane labor standards from their Florida 
tomato suppliers, agree to purchase exclusively from those who meet these higher 
standards, and pay a “penny-per-pound” premium which is passed down through the 
supply chain and paid out to workers by their employers. 
 
The FFP has won widespread acclaim as a human rights model by institutions from the 
Clinton Global Initiative to the United Nations and heralded in a White House report as 
“one of the most successful and innovative programs” for combating modern-day 
slavery. Since 2011, participating buyers have invested more than $16 million into the 
Fair Food Program, supporting the first significant pay increase for workers in over 30 
years. 
 
About the Student/Farmworker Alliance 
 
The Student/Farmworker Alliance is a national network of students and young people 
organizing in partnership with the Coalition of Immokalee Workers to eliminate 
exploitative conditions and farmworker poverty in the agriculture industry. 
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