
STUDENt/Farmworker alliance

UNIVERSITY CHAPTERS
ORGANIZING SHOULDER-TO-SHOULDER WITH 

FARMWORKERS FOR JUSTICE IN OUR FOOD SYSTEM

SFA’s Organizing Philosophy: Who We Are and How We Roll
We are a national network of students and young people organizing with 

the Coalition of Immokalee Workers to uproot exploitation in the fields and 
build a food system based on justice, respect and dignity for farmworkers.

Members of the SFA network are unified by these core principals:

I. We work with – not for – farmworkers

Only farmworkers can speak for themselves. SFA is dedicated to working with farmworkers for 
change but we will not act on their behalf, instead taking our lead from the workers themselves. 
Farmworkers’ daily experience of working in sweatshop conditions in the fields puts them in 
the best position to build movements to change those conditions — and the larger power 
imbalances they stem from. In turn, we take responsibility for organizing our communities to 
understand — and act on — our role in this movement.



Our struggles are not the same but they converge. Both farmworkers and young consumers 
are objectified by the corporate food industry: farmworkers are seen as tractors that harvest 
raw materials cheaply while youth are seen as mouths that obediently consume branded, 
unsustainable products.

II. We have a powerful voice in working with farmworkers for systemic change

Young people have 
a powerful voice in 
our communities. 
Historically, we have 
been creative and 
forceful catalysts for 
change, and today 
young people are 
at the forefront 
of movements 
throughout the world 
confronting injustice.

Students have a 
powerful voice on 
our campuses and 
can hold our educational institutions accountable for who they chose to do business with. 
Consumers have a powerful voice with corporations that profit from worker exploitation. With 
this awareness, we can pierce the veil of branding and multi-billion dollar advertising budgets, 
disrupting business as usual for unethical corporations.

III. We organize to build long-term movements for collective liberation

As a network comprised of people with diverse backgrounds and experiences, we strive to 
keep a focus on collective liberation at the forefront of our work so that we do not reproduce 
patterns of oppression. We believe that organizing according to these principles is essential to 
building truly democratic and effective social movements that can win systemic changes while 
prefiguring the type of world we want.

Learn more about how SFA organizes in solidarity with 
farmworkers through the Campaign for Fair Food!

WWW.SFALLIANCE.ORG

Commitements for SFA Chapters: 
 + Take lead from farmworker community in Immokalee

 + Respect, acknowledge and adopt new messaging from the CIW
 + Respond to SFA + CIW national calls to action
 + Mobilize, to best capacity, for the annual SFA Encuentro and CIW’s major action
 + Hold regular meetings with members
 + Organize events + protests throughout the year in relation to education and action 
  (1 action, 1 educational event per semester) 
 + Have active social media accounts, at least Facebook page, preferably Twitter + 
  Instagram as well 
 + Whenever possible host CIW and SFA on campus
 + Practice leadership development 
 + Check in at least once per month with SFA staff and leadership 



Committments from SFA Staff
 + Be responsive and available to provide any support needed by the SFA chapter 
 + Provide materials/resources needed for students to carry out organizing and keeping  
  students informed
 + Visit chapters at least once a year
 + Keep in touch with chapter point people at least once a month
 + Provide updates on Campaign for Fair Food and work in Immokalee 
 + Host trainings on organizing, fundraising, leadership development, etc. 
 + Host webinars
 + Coordinate regional meetings with SFA chapter members 
 + Respect local/student leadership

Check in with SFA staff  about the following developments:
+ Choosing faculty advisors for 
 your SFA Chapter 
+ Writing your SFA Chapter’s 
 constitution (if applicable) 
+ Developments in strategies: 
 Messaging, new campaigns, 
 resolutions, etc.  
+ Coordination with press (we always 
 try to stay on message and 
 have press interview farm  
 worker leaders of the CIW) 
+ Updates on actions being organized 
 on campus / community 
+ Connecting to regional SFA chapter 
 members and othe community 
 groups working on the 
 Campaign for Fair Food

Set up a call with an SFA staff member to discuss the 
landscape of your campus, ideas for involvement, and 

process for starting your own SFA Chapter! 

You can shoot us an email at 
organize@sfalliance.org 

or give us a ring at 239-657-8311. 


