
PASSING SCHOOL / 
CITY RESOLUTIONS
Student/Farmworker Alliance

BOOT THE 
BRAIDS 101



WHY RESOLUTIONS?
● History – Who has passed resolutions thus far?

○ Cities: 
■ Caraboro, North Carolina
■ Ann Arbor, Michigan
■ Gainesville, Florida 
■ New York City, New York

○ Schools: 
■ University of Florida
■ University of Michigan
■ Florida Atlantic University
■ Florida Gulf Coast University 
■ Ohio State University 
■ Florida State University

● Outcomes
○ Builds multi-level support 
○ Energizes supporters
○ Incentivizes additional endorsements
○ Media attention
○ Wendy’s attention



RESOLUTION BASICS: LANGUAGE

Resolutions are made up of two main types clauses (though exact language may differ):
- WHEREAS - multiple background points giving context and justification for the resolution
- THEREFORE - the aims and actions of the resolution (encourages, endorses, calls upon, etc.)

https://ciw-online.org/wp-content/uploads/FGCU_Wendys_Boycott_SR2021-013-1.pdf


EXAMPLES



RESOLUTION BASICS: OUTREACH
Before you move to pass a resolution…
● Initial contact / ask (parallel to the CIW model)

○ Ex. Letter delegation(s)
● Build your movement (organizing 101)

What is common across resolutions?
● Relationship building 
● Outreach 
● Champion(s) “inside”
● Strategic framing / messaging



Breaking Down the Steps (School)
1. Initial Outreach

○ Identify key supporters (professors, clubs, SG)
○ Reach out (email, social media, etc) 

2. Find a Sponsor for the Resolution
○ Are you in SG, and can you spearhead this?
○ Do you know a friend in SG who can spearhead this?
○ If you do not know anyone, do your research! 

3. Start the Process 
○ Understand how your SG works
○ Use examples to draft a resolution
○ Present the Resolution before your SG -> Voting!



Breaking Down the Steps (City)
● Research!

○ Who are your local government representatives and their contact 
info ? 

○ Who are allies, with inside knowledge of the process/people ? 
○ Who may be the best person to champion your resolution?
○ What is the process ? 

● Create a Plan
○ Meet with your resolution team 
○ Set up a meeting with best representative
○ Assemble a diverse coalition of people to attend 
○ Create Framing 



Breaking Down the Steps (City)

● Go in with a strategy and a defined, tangible ask
○ Be professional – look dapper over the Zoom!
○ Articulate your role as a student and community member
○ Outline why this is important for the city council to pass
○ What do you want from THIS council member? Sponsor, 

co-sponsor, vote yes?

● Framing tips
○ All – constituent livelihoods… what is in it for them?
○ Democrat – human rights
○ Republican – focus on business 

● Listen to their feedback and respond accordingly



AMPLIFY IMPACT / 
POST-RESOLUTION
● Press Release

○ Local media outlets
○ Student media outlets
○ National media outlets

● Build on the momentum 
○ The fight is not over yet!

■ This is only a resolution, not bringing Wendy’s to join the 
Fair Food Program

● How will you keep your campus / community 
engaged?



for other resources, visit 
www.sfalliance.org, or email 

us at organize@sfalliance.org 
with your questions <3

http://www.sfalliance.org
mailto:organize@sfalliance.org

